
10 NEWS MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2016 HERALDSUN.COM.AU

MHSE01Z02MA - V1

EMERSON SUICIDE PROBE
LOS Angeles police are 
looking into British rocker 
Keith Emerson’s death as a 
suspected suicide.

The body of the Emerson,
Lake and Palmer co-founder 
was found by his girlfriend at 
their Santa Monica home.

Police were looking into
whether he died from a self-
inflicted gunshot wound.

Insiders said Emerson, 71,
had been battling depression 
and a degenerative nerve 
issue in his right hand, which 

had impacted his ability to 
play the keyboard.

He was to start a tour of 
Japan next week. 

“Keith was a gentle soul 
whose love for music and 
passion for his performance 
as a keyboard player will 
remain unmatched for many 
years to come,” Emerson’s 
bandmate Carl Palmer said.

“He was a pioneer and an
innovator whose genius 
touched all of us in the worlds 
of rock, classical and jazz.”

Women slack on cancer tests
YOUNG women living in Mel-
bourne are the state’s most
complacent when it comes to
screening for a deadly cancer.

Less than half of Victorian
women aged 20-29 are having
regular Pap tests — the most
effective check for cervical
cancer.

The number has dropped by
8 per cent since 2006, prompt-
ing health experts to warn
women about the risks.

The Victorian Cervical Cyt-

ology Registry’s annual report,
released today, revealed young
women in the Melbourne local
government area were least
likely to be screened every two
years as recommended.

The next lowest rates were
recorded in Wyndham and
Northern Grampians.

Health minister Jill Hen-
nessey said even women who
had been vaccinated for the

human papillomavirus needed
to follow screening guidelines.

The vaccine covers strains
of the virus responsible for 70
per cent of cervical cancers.

“My message to young
women is do not become com-
placent,” Ms Hennessey said.

In 2014, 177 cases of cervical
cancer were diagnosed in Vic-
toria and 53 women died.

A five-yearly HPV test will
replace the two-yearly pap test
from May next year.
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BRAINIACS will be right at 
home at a new play centre in 
Melbourne. 

BASE Camp Kids in 
Nunawading is an indoor 
play hub with a difference. 

There’s National 
Geographic in the magazine 
rack, healthy food on the 

menu, and science, art and 
baking parties for the kids.

“I saw a gap in the market
for creative and intelligent 
play,” founder Lelen Kemke 
said. 

“I wanted a centre 

offering back-to-basics play 
and healthy food. 

“There’s no chips, but no
one misses the chips,” she 
said.

The centre also offers 
birthday parties, including 
the popular science party.

“The science party 

includes a range of 
experiments such as making 
slime and lava lamps. 
There’s a lot of wonder, and 
a lot of pride when the 
children do the 
experiments,” said Ms 
Kemke, mum of Aidan, 12, 
Caitlin, 10, and twins Riley 

and Callum, 9. “I wanted our 
parties to be gender-neutral, 
creative and based on 
acquiring skills.” 

The centre, in the Home
HQ complex, also includes 
entry price weekday 
activities such as story time, 
yoga and campfire music.
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PARTY TIME AS CENTRE BRINGS SCIENCE FUN TO THE BOIL

Mia, 6, Ethan, 7 
and Emmy, 6, 
enjoy a science 
experiment. 
Picture: JASON 
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residents and their children,
before stealing car keys.

Last week, a boy, 10, who
disturbed intruders in his Caul-
field home, was threatened
and choked. The gang grabbed
keys and stole the family Audi.

Assistant Commissioner
Robert Hill said seven in 10
cars were now being stolen
with their own keys.

Until late last year, crimi-
nals would break into homes

undetected. “Now we’re seeing
this emergence of more violent
criminals who are prepared to
confront people in their own
homes and demand keys to
cars,” Mr Hill said.

And in a “terrifying” trend,
some were prepared to ram
vehicles and carjack drivers.

“We have evidence of the
use of stolen vehicles in con-
nection with shootings, aggra-
vated burglaries and fatal

crashes,” Mr Hill said. “(For
the break-ins) we know there
are networked groups operat-
ing in the southern and north-
west metropolitan areas.

“There are strong links be-
tween vehicle-related theft
and illicit drug use.”

Mr Hill said the thieves,
usually males aged 15-30,
walked around at night, alone
or in groups, checking hun-
dreds of car and house doors. 

“They’re vulnerable people
who are disconnected from
their families and from main-
stream society,” he said.

Victoria is the nation’s
stolen-car capital: 16,000 are
stolen a year and there are also
55,000-plus thefts from cars,
up 20 per cent in five years.

But police say a large num-
ber are “opportunistic” and can
easily be avoided. Today, they
will launch a statewide

ORGANISED criminal gangs
are recruiting children in state
care to burgle homes and steal
cars for use in other crimes.

One in three people facing
car-theft-related charges are
children from Department of
Health and Human Services
care homes. And half of young
offenders have at one time
been clients of the DHHS.

Police warn car thieves are
also becoming more brazen
and violent: some have broken
into homes, threatening

Car thieves on prowl
campaign to warn people to be
on their guard against car
thieves. 

“I am just as frustrated by
the complacency of some peo-
ple in regard to the security of
their property as I am by those
who steal it,” Mr Hill said.

“Certainly, in country Vic-
toria, but even in metropolitan
Melbourne, the houses are left
open, the cars are left open. We
want this attitude to change.”

“The Thankful Thief” cam-
paign will be launched on
social media today.
andrea.hamblin@news.com.au 
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Woman 
‘raped in 
massage’ 
PETER MICKELBUROUGH

A YOUNG woman is suing a
shopping centre massage oper-
ator after being raped by one of
its masseuses.

The Boronia woman, 23, is
suing Max Therapy Holdings,
which has 23 Max Therapy
franchise stores in Melbourne.

A County Court writ claims
the alleged assault occurred at
the Max Therapy premises on
Level 1 at the Westfield Knox
shopping centre.

The woman claims Max
Therapy failed to investigate
previous complaints about the
same male employee, who has
since pleaded guilty to rape
and indecent assault.

“On 18 February 2013, (the)
plaintiff attended the premises
for a massage and was sexually
assaulted by an employee and/
or a male person engaged by
the defendant to provide mas-
sage therapy,” the woman’s
statement of claim said.

The woman claims she has
suffered mental, nervous and
physical injuries including
chronic post-traumatic stress
disorder, nervous shock, anxie-
ty depression, irritable behav-
iour, exaggerated startled
response, sleep disturbance,
female sexual arousal disorder,
anger, fatigue, muscle tension
and mood disturbance.

She is seeking unspecified
damages for loss of earnings
and non-economic loss.

The company said it “was
not in a position to comment at
this stage”.


